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BWA  move  sparks  criticism,  support 


"I,  for  one,  will  encourage  our  church**  "This  means  I  may  have  to  live  with  the 
and  convention  to  develop  new  Baptist  public  criticisms  of  Southern  Baptist  lead¬ 
s’  —  •  *”  * 1  '  ership  until  we  have  something  to  say  that 

,  is  well  thought-out  before  release." 

.q  World  Baptist  leaders  are  protesting  both 
to  the  SBC's  planned  pullout  and  the  allega¬ 
tions  of  liberalism  foe  SBC  says  justifies  foe 


AASHYIl.lJ  (ABF  and  BP)  -  I  X-spite 
from  Baptists  around  world,  there 

appears  little  chance  Southern  Baptist  and  Christian  alliances  worldwide  whl 
Convention  (SBC')  leaders  will  reverse  or  will  genuinely  commit  to  the  task  of  v/o^ 
delay  their  plan  to  withdraw  the  Southern  evangelism  and  the  testimony  of  Jed 
Baptist  Convention  from  the  Baptist  World  Christ.  This  is  the  right  and  best  deeisi 
Alliance  (BWA),  the  99:yearold  international  for  Southern  Baptists?'  Graham  stressed! 

Morris  Chapman,  president  of  foe  SBC  move.  'We  declare  unacceptable  the  allega- 

tion  of  liberalism  made  by  the  committee/' 
Istudv  committee  that  proposed  the  break,  said  Latin  American  Baptist  leaders  in  one 
declined  to  predict  if  the  nine-member  of  the  strongest  statements. 

We  deplore  the  recommenda- 
_  •  /  ,  to  t  ■.  .'I  tills  '  nmn'iti^  die  state 

I>i Sg^.l  men*,  <  ontinuod  and  we  urge 
.  L.  '  stronglv  the  Executive 

•  .  "...  Committee  and  the  assembly  of 

■  £rv3W'iv  3fiT  Jggr  ||  the  SBC  to  reject  this  recommen- 

WwmEt  '  /■SB./liBi  .  Jj*  HE  III  dation  outright,  so  that  this  great 
n‘  **'  *  ’d‘  EH  organization  may  remain  as  a 

,  ^  »•••  ’  tjl  member  of  the  &WA  and  may 

.:^HH-  feggft  '  '  •  *  g  %  |  |  continue  supporting  its  funding 

||  Phe  statement  was  signed  b\ 
■  sever.  La  bn  Ve.vu  .m  leaders 
mam  w.or  -now  cu -.  aU;-,c, 

■IH  f  <nwt'. )  Aguia:  w 

|  of  Brazil,  president  of  the  Union 
■  in  Latin.  America, 


■p  Since  1877 


fellowship  it  helped  create.  Morris  Chapman,  president  of  foe  SBC 

Theological  concerns  were  recently!  Executive  Committee  and  chair  of  the 
cited  by  members  of  a  BWA  study  com¬ 
mittee,  composed  of  SBC  leaders,  as  the 
core  reason  for  the  committee'sg^MM| 
recommendation  of  an  exitB 
from  BWA. 

More  than  a  question  ofB 
Southern  Baptist  biblical  con-fl 
victions,  "the  larger  issue  is  theB 
potential  impact"  on  con-B 
stituent  bodies  when  the  BWAB 
"gives  apparent  approval"  tofl 
various  '’aberrant  theologies, "B 
foe  study  committee  stated. 

The  theological  problemsB 
according  to  the  committee,H^^H 
involve  wan  increasing  influ-^^^^B 
ence  of  positions  contrary  tofl 
the  New  Testament  and  toB 


the  Ne 

"being  advocated  in  thrvariousB 
commissions  and  committeesB 
of  foe  BWA"  —  stemming  fromB 

i  number  nf  Furopean  .indE  '/'-C  Z  T'HPWV.*  P"  V*  ^ 

\|th  pi.  •miner,,  t  ;n  tin  BWA  •''{■>'.  P>‘\  .  T 

Ihi  stud\  committee  alsoB  ..V.lv/7'  Jj 

noted:  "A  decided  anti-AmericanB 
tone  has  emerged  in  recent  yearsfl 
Continued  emphasis  on  womerfl 

,■  ;  i-u.is.  frequent  nti.  i.sms  offl  '.*  t  ,  -  ‘‘  V-L  F 

A  ‘  ■  Bw.rdB  ,  ,  -  ‘‘  VJ.  F 

■<  -  ■  wum  Baptists  ivlusal  tofl  ^  VJ'  '  F 

allow  npvn  vhs.  ussion  or  issuesB 

such  as  abortion,  and  foe  fundingfl 

ot  questionable 

through  Baptist  World  Aid 

vide  just  a  surface  sampling  of  what  has  committee  would  reconsider.  "I 
transpired  in  recent  years.  the  matter  for  discussion  in  a  < 

"Repeated  appeals  to  BWA  leadership  call  with  foe  committee  wifoii 
have  resulted  in  no  substantive  changes  and  two  weeks,"  he  told  Associati 
few  of  any  consequence,"  foe  committee  said.  Press  (ABP)  in  an  e-mail  intervii 
The  study  committee’s  Dec.  17  proposal  adding,  "foe  position  we  have  ta 
sparked  immediate  objections  from  Baptists  it  very  difficult  to  consider  di 
on  six  continents,  including  leaders  from  withdrawing  the  proposal. " 
Indonesia,  Australia,  South  Africa,  Chile,  Sri  In  several  e-mails  to  overseas 

Lanka,  Romania,  Russia,  and  Norway.  ers.  Chapman  reiterated  the  a 
However,  SBC  President  Jack  Graham,  intention  to  use  the  money  foe 
pastor  of  Prestonwood  Church  in  subur-  to  the  BWA  to  form  an  SBC-led 
Dan  Dallas,  endorsed  the  study  commit-  organization  that  would  be  n 
tee's  report  and  underscored  Southern  Executive  Committee. 

Baptists'  "forward-thinking  faith  and  The  committee's  proposal  w 
determination  to  cooperate  with  those  who  sen  ted  to  foe  SBC  Executive  Coi 


-  A  similar  statement  was  issued 
by  another  of  the"  six  regfewtf 
BWA  groups,  foe"  European 
Baptist  Federation  (EBP),  which 
covers  Europe  and  the  Middle 
East  The  EBP  executive  commit¬ 
tee  pleaded  with  Southern 
Baptists  to  maintain  foe  unity  of 
worldwide  Baptists. 

The  report  from  the  SBC 
study  committee,  which  was 
drafted  by  Paige  Patterson,  pres¬ 


in  Ft.  Worth,  accused  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  of  "advocating 
aberrant  and  dangerous  theolo¬ 
gies"  —  specifically,  questioning 


world. 


ition  which 


time  for  Southern  Baptists  to  move  on 
and  get  busy  fulfilling  the  Great 
Commission  in  our  lifetime,"  he  said. 


The  takeover  advances 


*1  GUESS  IN  A  \NAV  VOU  COuU> 
CAlt  IT  SEMANTICS .  yDO  CALL 
IT  A  MI$IAKf,  THE  BlBiE  CAltf  IT 
A  SIN,  AN*  THE  COUim  CAllEb  IT 
6«ANt>  lAftCENY.  * 


Editor's 

Notebook 


McHenry,  IHL's  should  also  nave  the  option 
nissioner  for  to  train  individuals  in  the 
lent  Affairs,  in  a  industry  as  part  of  the 
in  The  Clarion-  vocational  education  area 
of  instructional  rfesponsibil- 
>le  in  this  state  ity,"  stated  an  editorial 
who  need  jobs.  We  have  people  in  published  in  The  Clarion- 
this  state  who  need  high-paying  jobs,"  Ledger  24  hours  after  the 
said  Roy  Klumb  of  Gulfport,  an  IHL  original  article  appeared, 
trustee,  m  The  Clarion-Ledger  article.  In  the  interest  of  hones 
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for  eternal  life,  Jesus  encouraged 
us  to  engage  in  them.  It  seems  the 
spiritual  exercise  of  obeying 
commandments  or  giving  offer¬ 
ings  is  good  for  enriching  our 
relationsnip  with  God.  In  the 
admission  of  our  inability  to 
keep  enough  commandments  or 
reach  a  large  enough  goal,  we 
discover  the  wonderful  provision 
of  God's  grace  and  redemption. 
What  we  cannot  accomplish 
iissippians  say  even  through  strenuous  effort, 
igh.  So,  He  freely  supplies, 
gn?  For  tnat  reason  alone,  in  one 

je  is  not  breath  we  give  thanks  for  the 
the  rich  blessing  of  $1 .48  million,  and  in 
roached  the  next  breath  we  realize  that 
lheriting  it,  nor  even  $3  million,  is 
>:  16-30).  enough.  We  must  always  keep 
d  does  a  before  us  a  goal  that  is  unreach- 
».  We  all  able.  The  essence  of  Christian 
remember  that  conversation  obedience  demands  no  less, 
because  it  resulted  in  the  young  Reaching  Mississippi  and  the 
>i  Baptists  who  are  man's  sad  decision  to  turn  away  world  for  Jesus  calls  us  beyond 
leaders  in  our  state  from  following  Christ.  In  his  esti-  our  possibilities,  but  with  God 
participants  in  pursuit  mation,  disopleship  was  too  nothing  is  impossible.  Pray  with 
;dom  of  God.  Our  eco-  costly.  Jesus  refused  to  compro-  us  and  join  us  in  this  sacred  mis- 
tential  and  affluence  mise  his  expectations,  however,  sion  as  we  set  new  goals  for  next 

_ ie  $1.48  million  is  not  and  brought  into  sharp  relief  the  year  and  challenge  ourselves  to 

is  enough  With  more  than  half  of  fact  that  no  one  is  good  enough  discover  more  of  the  mysterious 
id  our  state  population  un-  to  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  provision  of  God  in  our  pursuit 
/e  churched,  they  certainly  deserve  No  matter  how  many  command-  of  His  Kingdom. 
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empowered  to 


International  Friendship  House  missed  the  goal.  I've  argued  our  most  generous  efforts  to 
at  Mississippi  State  University  in  with  my  accounting  friends  that  share  the  Gospel,  and  we  bear 
Starkville;  an  associational  we  could  say  "speaking,  minis-  that  obligation  as  witnesses  for 
church  evangelism  coordinator  terially"  that  $1, 479,462m)  is  the  Christ.  Tne  growing  number  of 
on  the  Gulf  Coast;  new  church  same  as  one  and  a  half  million  unchurched  Mississippians  say 
planters  statewide;  a  crisis  preg-  dollars  —  but  they  disagree!  $1.48  million  is  not  enough.  So, 
nancy  ministry  in  Louisville;  and  Evaluating  whether  or  not  we  how  much  is  good  enouj 
a  poverty  initiative  in  the  Delta.  met  the  goal  raises  questions  The  question  we  ; 

Thank  you,  Mississippi  worthy  of  discussion.  I  would  be  unlike  the  one  raised 
Baptists,  for  responding  to  our  the  last  to  criticize  our  efforts  young  ruler  who  a 
missions  appeal  with  characteris-  together,  but  how  much  is  gqod  Jesus  for  advice  abou 
tic  compassion  and  willingness.  enough?  How  much  should  the  eternal  life  (Matthew 
The  dedication  of  state  mis-  state  mission  offering  be?  I  have  He  was  asking  how  f 
sion  promotion  partners  like  said  before  that  $3  million  should 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  be  our  ultimate  goal.  That 
directors,  associational  mis-  amount  is  affordable  for 
sions  directors,  church  pastors,  Mississipt 
and  state  convention  staff  made  influential 
possible  the  successful  offering,  and  active , 

I  am  certainly  grateful  to  every-  of  the  kingdom 

nomic 
say  thal 
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Guest  Opinion: 

L 

■ 

How  much  is 
good  enough? 

By  David 'Michel,  Assoc.  Exec.  Director 

For  Missions  Strategy, 

Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Board 

- 

I 

Persecution  around  world  at  historic  levels  I 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


five  years.  Jeff  King,  pres¬ 
ident  of  International 
Christian  Concern  (ICC) 
in  Washington,  said  dur¬ 
ing  this  time  1,000 
churches  have  been 
destroyed,  along  with 
80,000  Christians'nomes. 

•  The  Washington- 
based  Center  for 
Religious  Freedom 
reports  that  Vietnamese 
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killed  in  the  country  over  a  three-  Felix  Corley,  editor  of  Forum 
week  period.  18  News  Service,  said  the  con- 

Refigious  freedom  organ iza-  tinuing  —  and  in  some  cases, 

tions  encourage  Americans  to  intensified  —  nature  of  attacks 
intercede  for  believers  in  other  on  religious  freedoms  of  all  peo- 
parts  of  the  world  and  spread  pie  are  particularly  bothersome, 
the  word  about  their  plight.  Forum  18  has  reported  on  the 

"Americans  can  help  by  seizure  of  a  Methodist  church  in 
just  telling  others  and  getting  Moscow  and  the  arrest  of  a 

Baptist  pastor  in  Turkmenistan. 
Among  other  situations  Forum 
18  is  following  are  continued 
state  atheism  in  Belarus,  repres¬ 
sion  practiced  by  Azesbaijan  and 
continued  toleration  of  violence 
against  religious  minorities  in  the 
former  Soviet  state  of  Georgia. 

"Sadly,  there  are  other  coun¬ 
tries  which  could  be  added  to 
that  list,  as  well  as  countries 
like  Saudi  Arabia  and 
Indonesia,"  Corley  said. 


Pastor  assassinated 

OSLO,  Norway  (BP)  —  An  Investigation  has  been  launched 
in  Tajikistan  into  the  killing  of  a  Baptist  pastor  in  a.  region 
known  for  its  devotion  to  Islam,  according  to  Forum  18  News 
Service.  The  head  of  the  Central  Asian  country's  Baptist 
Union,  Aleksander  Vervai,  told  Forum  18  that  unknown 
intruders  burst  into  a  churchyard  in  the  northern  Tajik  town 
of  Isfara  and  used  automatic  weapons  to  shoot  Sergei  Besarab 
through  a  window  at  9  p.m.  on  January  12.  At  the  fine  he  was 
shot,  Besarab  was  kneeling  in  prayer,  fie  Baptist  Union  leader 


The  Cincinnati  Reds  baseball  organization  fails  once  again  in  its  effort 
to  ban  display  of  "John  3:16"  posters.  US.  District  Judge  Arthur  Spiegel 
declared  unconstitutional  a  1993  Reds  policy  excluding  the  display  of  any 
sign  in  Riverfront  Stadium  that  was  not  "baaeball-rek.fced." 


Armed  thieves  rob  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  William  and 
Carolyn  Smith  in  Londrina,  Brazil,  as  they  returned  home.  Smith  is  a 
native  of  Amite  County.  The  Smiths  lost  a  portable  electronic  organ  and 
a  small  sound  system,  in  addition  to  their  foreign  resident  documents. 


An  ad  in  The  Baptist  Record  offers  for  sale  A  Nun's  Life  in  a  Convent,  by 
Barbara  Ubryk  Ad  copy  reads,  "Most  horrible  revelation  of  convent  cruelty 
on  record.  Ubryk  locked  in  a  basement  dungeon  for  21  years  in  total  dark¬ 
ness ...  fed  on  potato  peelings,  crusts  of  dry  bread  and  cold  water  once  a  day." 
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Be  Not  Deceived 

For  14  years  the  man  who 
had  more  nits  in  baseball  than 
any  other  person  who  ever 
played  the  game  has  told 
dozens  of  reporters  and  the 
American  people  that  he 
never  bet  on  baseball.  Now, 
after  all  of  those  years  and  all 
of  those  denials,  he  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  book  saying  that  he 
did  bet  on  baseball.  Not  only 
did  he  bet  on  baseball,  but  he 
bet  on  his  own  team. 

For  all  of  these  years  he  has 
declared  his  innocence  and 
charged  others  with  wrong 
treatment  of  him.  Now,  he 
has  come  clean,  at  least  in 
part.  There  are  still  contro¬ 
versial  areas.  He  says  that  he 
never  placed  bets  from  the 
clubhouse,  either  by  phone  or 
by  runner,  but  two  men  who 
say  they  served  as  his  runners 
to  go  and  make  the  bets  con¬ 
tradict  what  he  says.  Still 
others  declare  that  he  did 
make  phone  calls  from  the 
clubhouse  to  bet  on  baseball. 

Although  he  played  the 
game  of  baseball  with  passion 
and  unrestrained  joy,  ne  then 
turned  and  struck  at  the  heart 
and  the  integrity  of  the  game 
by  betting  on  it  and  then 
lying  about  his  actions.  He 
revealed  all  of  this  in  hopes 
that  he  would  be  reinstated  so 
that  he  could  again  be  a  part 
of  baseball  or  possibly  go 
ahead  and  take  nis  place  in 


the  Hall  of 
Fame.  When  I 
watched  him 
play  baseball,  I 
admired  his 
intensity  and 
hustle  and  I 
have,  at  times, 
thought  he 
probably 
ought  to  be  in  i 
the  Hall  of  Fame.  Now,  for 
me,  it  does  not  matter  if  he  is 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame  or  not,  or 
even  if  he  ever  attended 
another  ball  game,  because  all 
I  can  feel  for  nim  now  is  pity. 

A  hundred  years  from  now, 
whether  or  not  he  is  in  the 
Hall  of  Fame,  he  will  still  be 
the  object  of  pity  and  not 
because  he  didn't  nit  the  base¬ 
ball  well,  but  because  he  lived 
life  so  poorly.  He  played 
baseball  with  a  great  sense  of 
celebration,  but  he  lived  life 
with  a  great  void  of  character. 
Who  did  he  deceive  in  all  of 
his  actions  and  answers:  the 
powers  that  be  in  baseball;  the 
American  public;  or  the 
young  men  who  played  on  his 
teams/  Surely,  he  deceived  all 
of  them,  but  the  one  most 
important  person  that  he 
deceived  was  himself! 

Each  day,  after  every 
denial,  he  had  to  live  with  it. 
Each  morning  he  had  to  get 
up  and  look  himself  in  tne 
face  and  know  that  he  contin¬ 
ued  to  live  a  lie. 

Scripture  says  in  Galatians 


‘Directions 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


so  deftly  but 
quickly 
^  _  reached  back 

V  with  his  left 
| gp  f  hand,  got  his 

seat  ana  shoul¬ 
der  belt  strap 
-treasurer  and  pulled  it 

on  Board  down  to  buckle 

it  so  that  the 
patrolman 
6:7,  "Be  not  deceived:  God  is  would  not  notice, 
not  mocked.  For  whatsoever  a  Pulling  over  to  the  side  of 
man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  the  road  and  securely  buckled 
reap."  There  are  no  secret  in,  he  rolled  his  window  down 
sins.  For  even  those  sins  that  as  the  patrolman  approached 
are  done  with  no  one  else's  his  vehicle.  Handing  tne  officer 
knowledge,  the  individual  his  license,  he  waited  to  be  lec- 
knows  and  God  knows!  tured  for  his  speeding.  The 
According  to  this  verse,  we  officer  had  something  else  on 
reap  what  we  sow.  From  our  his  mind.  "Sir,"  he  asked,  "do 
forefathers  and  foremothers  you  always  drive  with  your 
on,  all  of  us  have  at  times  cov-  seat  belt  hooked  up  that  way?" 
ered  up  the  reality  of  our  lives.  The  man  looked  down  and  saw 
We  do  not  like  to  get  caught.  that  he  had  put  his  seat  belt 
Several  years  ago  a  man  through  the  steering  wheel  as 
was  telling  me  about  a  trip  he  he  had  pulled  it  over  and  buck- 
was  making  to  Jackson  from  led  it  up.  What  do  you  say? 
up  in  North  Mississippi.  From  early  on  it  seems  as 
Early  in  the  morning  he  was  though  God  puts  people  in 
on  his  way  to  a  meeting  to  be  places  to  help  us  to  know  that 
held  in  the  capital  city.  He  we  cannot  do  wrong  and  get 


was  driving  too  fast  on  the  oywitmt.  a  uttie  ooy  waixea 
interstate  highway  and  the  into  a  room  where  his  mother 
blue  lights  of  the  Highway  was  visiting  with  some 
Patrol  soon  got  his  attention,  friends.  She  had  instructed 
Speeding  is  one  thing  -  com-  him,  "Do  not  eat  any  of  the 
pounding  the  wrong  by  not  pie!"  She  had  baked  a  choco- 
naving  his  seat  belt  buckled  late  pie  and  it  was  sitting  on 
was  another!  So,  as  the  the  table  in  the  kitcnen. 
Highway  Patrolman  came  up  When  the  little  boy  walked 
behind  him  with  his  blue  into  the  room  the  mother  said 


by  with  it.  A  little  boy  walked 
into  a  room  where  his  mother 
was  visiting  with  some 
friends.  She  had  instructed 


was  another!  So,  as  the 
Highway  Patrolman  came  up 
behind  him  with  his  blue 
lights  flashing,  the  man  ever 


to  him,  "I  told  you  not  to  eat  Lord  Jesus 


any  of  the  pie!"  "I  didn't!"  he 
replied.  Tne  mother  said,  "I 
know  you  did!  Now  go  in_ 
there  and  wash  your  face  and 
get  the  chocolate  off."  He 
insisted  once  again,  "I  did  not 
eat  any  pie!"  The  mother 
simply  got  up,  walked  over 
and  picked  up  a  mirror, 
stepped  in  front  of  her  little 
son  and  held  the  mirror  up  so 
he  could  see  his  face.  Without 
arguing,  he  turned  and 
walked  away  to  go  and  wash 
his  face! 

James  tells  us  that  the 
Word  of  God  is  like  a  mirror. 
It  shows  us  inside  where  no 
one  sees  and  outside  where 
no  one  knows.  The  Word  of 
God  reveals  our  sinful  deci¬ 
sions,  our  warped  motives, 
and  our  sinful  ambitions. 
While  we  may  argue  with 
some  folks  and  while  we  may 
deceive  others,  we  cannot 
deceive  God  and  are  foolish 
to  deceive  ourselves.  But, 
therein  is  one  of  the  marvels 
of  the  Gospel  at  work  in  our 
lives:  "When  we  confess  our 
sins,  God  is  faithful  to  forgive 
our  sins  and  to  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness"  (.1 
John  1:9).  What  a  promise 
and  what  a  blessing!  We  can 
be  cleansed,  renewed, 
relieved,  and  blessed. 

While  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of 
God,  all  can  be  forgiven  and 
made  new  by  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


Conference  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelists 
Office  of  the  President 
2466  Oglesby  Road 
Sturgis,  MS  39769 

Charles  Smith,  President  (662)  514-1131 
Don  Taylor,  Vice-President  (601)  635-3695 
Steve  A  Becky  Carver;  Secretary /Treasurer  (662)  263-8345 

Dear  Mississippi  Baptist, 

Greetings  to  you  in  the  name  of  our  wonderful  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ! 

I  sincerely  hope  that  you  are  doing  well  in  His  care,  and  that  you  are  making 
plans  to  attend  this  years  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Conference  at  the 
Country  Woods  Baptist  Church  in  Byram. 

As  I  prepare  to  celebrate  seven  years  of  traveling  from  place  to  place  with  the 
marvelous  gospel  of  grace  as  a  vocational  evangelist,  I  am  also  closing  three 
years  of  service  as  an  officer  to  the  Conference  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelists 
(COMBE).  Over  these  years  of  serving  Mississippi  evangelists,  I  have  heard 
some  of  our  senior  members  share  with  us  that  less  than  ten  percent  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  will  secure  a  God  called  evangelist  in  any  given 
year.  Throughout  my  time  as  serving  as  a  COMBE  officer,  I  have  constantly  sent 
letters  of  encouragement  to  our  members,  reminding  them  of  our  awesome 
Savior  and  His  faithfulness.  The  men  and  women  of  our  fellowship  represent  all 
who  have  been  called  to  this  biblical  office  as  described  in  Ephesians  4:11-12,  and 
have  committed  themselves  to  practical  ministry  and  personal  integrity. 

You  can  also  be  one  who  encourages  the  men  and  women  who  have  stepped 
out  into  this  vein  of  service.  I  humbly  ask  you  to  prayerfully  consider  schedul¬ 
ing  a  Mississippi  music  evangelist  to  come  to  your  community  and  bless  your 
church  through  heart  stirring  praise,  or  a  preaching  evangelist  to  exalt  Jesus 
through  His  eternal  word.  Listed  to  the  right  are  those  who  were  actively 
involved  in  our  fellowship  during  die  previous  year,  along  with  their  phone 
numbers.  My  prayer  is  that  you  will  intercede  for  us  all,  and  will  call  us  for  the 
opportunity  to  present  Jesus  within  the  borders  of  the  beautiful  magnolia  state. 

/ 

Sincerely, 

Charles  E.  Smith,  Jr. 

President,  COMBE 


Thb  Baptist  Record- 


Conference  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelists 

Current  Membership 


Richard  Blye  -  (601)  798-7803 
Gary  Bowlin  -  (601)  276-7245 
R  C  Bryan  -  (662)  494-4755 
Steve  &  Becky  Carver  -  (662)  263-8345 
Ronnie  Cottingham  -  (601)  947-7167 
Randall  Creel  -  (601)  469-0128 
Gene  Douglas  -  (877)  460-3806 
Chester  Estes  -  (601)  774-8324 
Mona  Faith  -  (601)  925-5116 
Dwight  Faulkenberry  -  (601)  656-1330 
Desi  Ginn  -  (662)  781-9670 
Donnie  Guy  -  (228)  863-4897 
Price  Harris  -  (318)  687-0384 
Jim  Hill  Family  -  (601)  729-3455 
Jad  Khalaf  -  (601)  249-0491 
Jimmy  Knight  -  (601)  428-1366 
Danny  Lanier  -  (601)  482-3498 
James  Messer  -  (334)  653-6652 
Tim  Posey  -  (601)  835-0567 
Jimmy  Sailors  -  (601)  649-3453 
Billy  Smith  -  (601)  853-0702 
Charles  Smith  -  (662)  514-1131 
Tim  Smith  -  (601)  783-3110 
Don  Taylor  -  (601)  635-3695 
Ray  Walker  -  (662)  488-9997 
Steve  Walker  -  (601)  847-4375 
Robert  Wynn  -  (601)  825-9377 


♦ 


—  January  22, 2004 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


January  22,  2004 _ Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 
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Pray  this  lay  for.,.  January  23  -  February  5,  2004 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


'The  joy  of  prayer 


ply  the  joy  that  springs  fr 


is  simply  the  joy  that  springs  from  the  sense  o\ 
<His  presence.  It  is  Christ  ^Himself  who  pi^es  us  this  joy  Which  nc 
man  can  take  from  us. " 

~The  Quiet  'Time "  by  'Vr.  J.^O.C.  sKnberson 


For.  (1)  Baptist  Mm's  Day  (MM 
Emphasis);  (2)  Wayne  Vann  It  a 
MSC  missionary  In  the  Greater 

Projects  qS^tnjRMh  family 
was  bumedjffl  dPUMr  home  In 
the  fall  a^Qrt  euerwung.  Pray 
for  God's  whdosnjBrection,  and 
funding  in  rebuilding  their  home. 


For  (1)  Bi- vocational 

ft  Uniatmsl  I'fcilai  IsUis*  xxn _ ** - 

Country  Woods  BC,  fadamn 
(P/LD);  (2)  State  Fvmehem 


1st  (CLGM); 


vanjffll  Wlmaft  Tradt 
Ham  Conference,  Country 
BC,  iadtson,  2Mh-27th 


For  (1)  True  Love  Walts  (DhFM)r 
(2)  Pray  for  the  20  Iraqi  students 
who  are  now  believers.  They  are 
presently  seeking  ways  to  lead  oth- 
ers  to  Christ.  Piefyuit  they  will  be 
encouraged  and  svengthened  in 
the  faith  and  that|iod  would  give 
roundest  opportunities  to  dure 
His  love  with  those  around  them. 


iddy  Hammil  is  an  active 
chaplain  for  an  attack 
battalion  stationed  at 
my  AWWd  In  Savannah, 
s  h/nMetrn  to  the  sot- 


Fort  (1)  Baptist  Building  Staff  AT 
HOME  DAYS;  (2)  Over  200  bar- 
riot  of  the  urban  poor  are  scat* 


Pray  for  this 


conferences 

•  Drama  •  Youth 

•  Clowning  Ministry 

•  Puppets  •  Media 

•  Church  •  Missions 

Recreation 


Area  8 
KEYBOARD 
FESTIVAL 
Hattiesburg 


For  all  •  Pastors  •  VBS  directors  •  VBS  leaders 

I  Corinthians  9:24 

loin  Becky  Martin  from  LifeWay  on  an  unbelievable 
far-out  VBS  race  through  the  streets  of  Tokyo  or  climbing 
Mt.  Fuji  to  obtain  the  real  prize  -  Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

The  VBS  Rickshaw  Rally  sampler  and  curriculum  will  be  on 
display  and  available  for  purchase  from  LfeWay  Christian  Stores. 

February  10, 2004 

9aj"'  •  "«>" 

fcMjm-ST*  7469  Old  Canton  ltd. 

T,inityfcSMiTM'  Madison,  Miss. 


Moved  from  William  Carey 
College  to: 

pBC 

HATTIESBURG 

510  Pine  Street 
Contact:  Kathy  Vail 
at  church:  601-544-0100 

THURSDAY 
JANUARY  29,  2004 
6:30  -  8:30  p.m. 


If  you  have  any 
questions  about  the 
festival,  please  contact 
Harvey  Ellis  at 
1-800-748-1651  or 
E-mail  him  at 
hgellisOmbcb.org. 


CHRISTIAN  PERFORMING 
ARTS  FESTIVAL 

February  20-21 
FBC,  Madison 


or  E-mail  jellisOmbcb.org. 
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The  following  is  a  listing  of  contributions  made 
to  the  Lord's  work  which  were  processed 
through  the  Business  Office  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  from  January  1, 

2003,  through  December  31, 2003.  An 
denotes  a  gift  from  the  association.  If  you  have 
any  questions  about  the  amounts  reported  for 
your  church,  please  contact  the  Business  Office 
at  968-3800  or  1  -800-748-1 651 . 
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Crane  Creek  Church, 
Perkinston,  announces  that 
Randy  Shaw  was  licensed  to 

Preach  on  December  28. 

ictured  (from  left)  are  Paul 
Hariel,  Tate  Cockrell,  interim 
pastor,  Tommy  Shaw,  Shaw, 
Doug  Stewart,  and  Milton  Polk. 

The  Institute  in  Basic  Life 
Principles  will  present  their 
life  changing  Basic  Seminar 
March  1-6  at  Bayou  Talla 
Fellowship  Church,  Kiln.  The 
Seminar  defines  and  illustrates 
seven  universal,  non-optional 
principles  that  affect  every  area 
of  life  and  every  relationship. 
To  register  or  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (228)  255-1118. 

First  Church,  Madison,  is 
offering  a  Financial  Peace 
University  Introductory  Class, 
Room  220  at  2100  Main  Street, 
Madison,  on  January  25  at  5 
p.m.  or  21  at  7  p.m.  Classes 
Degin  in  February  meeting  6-8 
p.m.  on  Wednesdays  or  4:15 


p.m. -6:15  p.m.  on  Sundays. 
Call  (601)  856-6177  for  more 
information. 


Sherilyn  Jones  will  cele¬ 
brate  her  fifteenth  year  as 

Eianist  at  Castlewoods  Church, 
randon.  Jones  will  present  a 
concert  at  6  p.m.  on  January  25 
with  a  reception  to  follow.  AH 
are  welcome. 

Union  Church,  Union 
Church,  will  hold  Bible  study 
on  1  and  2  Timothy  February 
1-4.  Times  are  Sunday  at  11 
a.m.  and  Monday-Wecfnesday 
at  7  p.m.  Gilbert  Allan,  Pine 
Grove  Church,  Union,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker.  Ben 
Presnell  is  pastor. 

Femwood  Church, 

Gulfport,  will  show  videos. 
The  Secret  World  of 
Mormonism,  January  30  at 
6:30  p.m.  and,  The  Witness  at 
Your  Door,  on  February  6. 
Teaching  of  The  Doctrine  of 


"A  Woman's  Seeking  Heart  Conference' 

Where:  First  Baptist  Church,  Mt.  Olive,  MS 
When.February  7,  2004 

Speaker:  Mrs.  Don  (tjatlcia)  4ym,  from  Clinton,  MS 
Worship  Leaders:  Necaise,  MS 

No  wljJfoH provided 

DeacjJinq;  MM|  |Wru^y  2,  2004  ‘ 
Bookstore  provfde^by  cS^^Ttes  Christian  Bookstore 

Mail  to: 

FBC  Woman's  Conference 
P.O.  Box  1 43  •  Mt.  Olive,  MS  391 1 9 


Name:. 

Phone: 


_ Church: _ 

Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $_ 


Jesus  Christ  will  be  held 
February  1-29  at  6  p.m.  A 
Valentine's  Banquet  will  be 
held  February  15  at  5  p.m.  Jim 
Kultau  is  pastor. 


Clear  Creek  Church,  Oxford, 
ordained  Stephen  Redding  as 
a  deacon  on  December  14. 
Bobby  Redding,  his  father, 
delivered  the  charge.  Charles 
Lipe  is  pastor.  Pictured  is 
Deacon  chairman  Sam  Waller 
(left)  presenting  Redding  with 
his  certificate. 


concerts  and  retreats  for 
youth  and  college,  but  adults 
and  children  are  also  wel¬ 
come  at  the  concert. 

Northcrest  Church, 

Meridian,  announces  a  week¬ 
ly  support  group  of 
Overcomers  Outreach  on 
Mondays  at  7:30  p.m.  begin¬ 
ning  January  26.  Roger 


Carlisle  will  be  facilitating 
this  group.  All  are  welcome. 

McDowell  Road,  Jackson: 

50th  Anniversary  April  25;  if 
you  were  ever  part  of  this 
church,  call  (601)  327-1594  or 
(601)  327-9258  and  leave  your 
name  and  address  so  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  sent  to  you. 


First  Church,  Verona,  recent¬ 
ly  ordained  Jerry  Lentz  as  a 
deacon.  Pictured  are  two  father 
and  son  deacon  teams,  (from 
left)  are  Jason  Harris,  Ken 
Harris,  Lentz,  and  Scott  Lentz. 

Northside  Church, 

Clinton,  will  host  Kyle 
Matthews  in  concert  January 
25  at  6  p.m.  Matthews  is  a  vet¬ 
eran  singer  and  songwriter. 
He  began  his  ministry  doing 


Jason  Harris,  Ken  Harris,  Jeny  Lentz,  and  Scott  Lentz 


Hariel  Cockrell  interim  pastor;  T.  Shaw,  R.  Shaw,  Stewart  and  Polk 


For  The  “Right  Deal”  On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark 

601-992-4149 


601-750-2364 


MISSISSIPPI 


Rite  Way  Bus  Sales  |  BAPTISTS 


Finally  Affordable  Medicare  Supplement  &  Health  Insurance... 

Call  Toll  Free  Today  for  a  Free  Quote  by  Phonal 

•  Medicare  Supplement  Agee  65  &  Over 

New  Plans  Available  including  Prescription 
Card...  New  Plan  saving  many  Mississippi 
Seniors  Hundreds  per  year! 

•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  Age  65...  New  Low  Rates... 

Prescription  Card 

•  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Finally  Affordable  Health  Insurance  designed  for  people  ages  0  -  62... 

Call  today  for  free  information! 

Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  Is  a  name  that  you  can  trust.  Our  ads  have  been  in  the  Baptist  Record  for  over  30  years! 


♦ 


MORT(iA( 


Is  a  Reverse  Mortgage  right  for  you?  Do  you  need  additional  Income? 

Receive  monthly  income,  Cash  Up-Front,  or  combination  of  both. 
No  requirements  to  repay  as  long  as  you  live  In  your  home. 

You  must  be  62  or  older  -  No  Exceptions. 

If  you  own  your  own  home  free  and  dear  or  have  only  a  small 
balance,  you  may  qualify  for  additional  income. 

Call  for  a  free  brochure. 


We  will  include  an  estimate  of  what  you 
could  expect  based  upon  your  age  and  the 
value  of  your  home.  Call  Toll-Free. 

1(877)795-0740 

FHA  &  HUD  Approved  Direct  Lender 

Eagle  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Serving  Mississippi  &  Louisiana 


-  The  Baptist  Record 


Job  Williams, 
CFF,  President 


January  22, 2004 
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Wheat  is  a  1958  graduate  with  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  and 
he  played  on  the  Crusader  bas¬ 
ketball  and  baseball  team.  He 
currently  serves  on  the  WCC 
Board  of  Trustees. 


Mississippi  College  Career 
Services  Center  will  hold  Career 
Day  February  3  in  A.R  Wood 

Coliseum,  Clinton,  from  11  am-3  _ 

pm.  AQ  MC  students  and  alumni  Carey  College 

are  invited  to  attend  The  academic  Distinguished  Alumnus 
departments  will  join  Career  Day  Award  at  Homecoming 
by  holding  a  majors  fair  section  ceremonies  held  on  the 
which  will  help  underclassmen  Hattiesburg  campus 
decide  on  majors  and  see  firsthand  January  24.  Guirola  is  a 
the  potential  employers  for  their  1973  graduate  of  WCC 
field  of  interest  For  more  infbrma-  with  a  degree  in  social 
tkxv  call  (601)  925-3901,  email  at 
nybergSmcedu,  or  visit  the  web¬ 
site  at nttp://wwwmcedu/career 
for  information. 

The  movie  Grease  at  the 
Beverly  Drive-In,  Hattiesburg, 

January  22  at  5:30  p.m.  will  kick 
off  William  Carey  College's 
Homecoming  celebration.  Rock 
Around  The  Clock  is  this  year's 
theme.  Admission  to  the  dnve-in 
is  $10  including  food.  Tickets  will 
be  available  at  drive-in  or  they 
can  be  purchased  in  advance  by  Thompson^  and  Jay 
calling  (601)  318-6218.  Events  Rogers,  will  be  honored 
scheduled  for  January  23  include  with  Service  Awards  for 
guided  campus  tours,  fellowship  loyal  support  of  their 
time  at  he  Common  Grounds  alma  mater  at  the  WCC 
coffee  house,  and  a  hamburger  homecoming  cere- 
supper  at  5:30  p.m.  An  athletic  monies  January  24  at 
reunion  will  be  held  at  Mack's  the  Jubilee  musical 
Catfish  House  at  6:30  p.m.  revue  at  7  p.m..  Smith 
Mississippi  Woman's  College  Auditorium.  For  more 
reunion 
events  on 


Judge  Louis  Guirola,  Jt,  US.  Lafayette,  Ind.;  Ashley 
District  Judge  for  the  Southern  Henderson,  Petal;  J< 
District  of  Mississippi,  will  Marie  McCumber, 

Jacksonville, 
Fla.;  Anna 
Morris,  Ocala, 
Fla.;  Christen 
Smith,  Richton; 
DeAnna  Tagert, 


Hattiesburg,  will 
receive  a  Service 
Award  at  WCC  home¬ 
coming  ceremonies 
January  24  at  an 
_  awards  luncheon  held 

Lena;  "andl^Wj^  /  I  to  honor  alumni  who 
Jancsi  Suzanne  contribute  to  their 

Ward,  Satartia.  communities.  Moore  is 

The  winner  will  a  1979  graduate  with  a 

then  compete  in  Rogers  bachelor  of  science 
The  William  Carey  vvneat  the  Miss  Mississippi  degree  in  physical  education. 
College  Homecoming  musical  Pageant  held  in  Vicksburg  in  He  was  a  member  of  the  all¬ 
celebration,  Jubilee,  will  be  June.  Tickets  are  $6  and  may  be  conference  baseball  team, 
held  January  24  at  7:30  p.m.  purchased  at  the  door,  r  ■  — .fa#  l 


College  classes y Award  at  the  WCC 
of  1911  through  homecoming  January 

1954  will  meet  Fortenberry  24  at  an  awards  lun- 
during  Homecoming  cheon  held  to  honor  alumni, 
celebrations  at  a  break- 
fast  January  24  at  8:30 
a.m.,  on  the  Hattiesburg 

“  .artmental  union  univer 


campus.  Depi 
reunions  will  1 


I  reunions  will  be  held  at 
2  p.m.  followed  by  the 
Pson  School  of  Business 

reunion  cookout  at  6  p.m.  For 
(601)  318-6107.  more  information,  call  (601)  318- 

Advance  tickets  are  $8  107  or  1-800-962-5991,  ext.  107. 

general  and  $5  for  chil¬ 
dren.  Tickets  are  avail-  Melanie  Ward  Butler,  orig- 
able  at  the  door  for  $10  inally  from  Columbia,  a  part- 
general  and  $7|h^^h&  ner  in  the  London 
children.  Forensic 

M  s  Pricewaterhouse 

Mississippi  2003  Coopers  LLP  in 

Kellogg, England,  will  receive 


24  at 

8:30  a.m.  followed  by  die 
Legacy  of  Ludle  Parker 
art  exhibit  in  die  Ludle 
Parker  Gallery  at  9:30 


a.m.  The  Student 
Government  Association 
will  present  a  program. 


the  WCC 

Distinguished  Young 


L|  Alumnus  of  the  Year 

I  Award  at  homecom- 

.  ing  ceremonies  held 

ler  on  the  Hattiesburg 

campus  January  23  and  24. 
Butler  received  a  bachelor  of 
science  business  degree  in 
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FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  MAJOR  MEDICAL  INSURANCE:  Too  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call  expensive?  To  view  coverage  for  major  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617, 

(662)  S 68-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by  illnesses  only  and/or  discounted  drugs.  FIRST  BAPTIST,  MAYFIELD,  KENTUCKY  is 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance  ®arne*  (601)  856-7156,  Mutual  of  seeking  full-time  worship  music  minister. 
Company.  M/COMB0008.  9™.^-  "*  attendance  500  ♦.  Blended  wor- 

Cfgftftu'S  AMBUGYS  FASTEST  GROWING  Christian  ship  styie  with  worship  team.  Position  will 

Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl  ky*.<?i,t?nc*  «°"W  3-9/minute-  "°  leadership  to  graded  music  program, 
siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  coven,  "****>  fr*  ne*Wctiom'  6  (he  member  sanctuary  dioir,  worship 

screerVWas*  rooms.  (601)  992-2092  or  (800)  *®cood  billing.  250,000  happy  customers,  team,  and  worship  planning.  Send  resume 
453-2994  Don  A  Rita  Sebren  owners.  Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.covenant-  (o  Bob  Swift,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church, 

ftarBStw  .HUNS. 

a  married  couoie  for  full-time  houseoer-  Scodand  and  Wales  May  25-June  9,  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  is  currently  recefv- 

erei  If  interested  call  <662)  327-7555  or  2004.  Call  Bill  and  Margarita  Stanford  at  Ing  resumes  for  the  Director  of  Missions  posi- 

•end  munt  fry  tv*  sheriff's  I601)  924-1593  for  a  brochure  describ-  tior.  Send  to  Mobile  Baptist  Association,  altn: 

Bom  and  Ciris  Ranrhe*  Inc  PO  Box  ,n*  16  exciting  days  rich  in  history,  cul-  personnel  committee,  DOM,  616  Azalea 

™  ture,  rellRlous  roots  and  hospitality.  Road,  Mobile,  AL  36609. 

I4Z0,  loiumous,  MS  ,A.  »nr  1  L  1  tea* 
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Family  Bible  Study 

God  Works  in  His  Time 

1  Samuel  26:1-25 
By  Ken  Anderson 


death,  such  as  a  stroke;  or  as  insignificant  as  a  flea  and 

he  would  die  of  natural  exhausted  as  a  hunted  bird.  He 

causes,  or  die  in  battle  had  a  fear  that  this  conflict 

(vs.  10).  Regardless  of  would  rob  him  of  his  heritage 

die  details,  it  would  be  in  of  worshiping  God  in  his 

iming  and  plan  and  not  homeland  (vs.  13-201. 

ids.  Instead  of  In  response,  Saul  confessed 
killing  Saul,  they  stole  his  spear  his  guilt  and  promised  to  harm 
and  water  jug  to  demonstrate  David  no  more.  David 
that  they  could  have  killed  him  responded  by  returning  Saul's 
(vs.  11-12).  spear,  but  remained  cautious  of 

Saul's  intent.  As  Henry  Halley  you  want  them  to  treat  you.) 

I  Samuel  26:13-25:  wrote,  Saul  acknowledged  The  Golden  pile  is  recognized 

David  taunted  Abner,  the  cap-  being  a  fool  but  kept  on  being  as  the  best  option  but  challenges 

tain  of  Saul's  army,  for  failing  to  one  (Halleys  Bible  Handbook,  many  in  its  practice. 
protect  God's  anointed  during  p.  182).  David  had  the  false 

foe  night.  For  this  failure,  David  concern  that  he  would  perish  In  this  conflict,  David  takes  the 
help  of  God's  anesthetic  inducing  said  he  should  die.  The  evidence  by  foe  hand  of  Saul  (27:1).  high  ground  by  respecting  God's 

sleep  on  Saul  and  his  army  (vs.  of  his  failure  was  Saul's  spear  anointed  authority  without  an 

12),  they  succeeded  in  penetrat-  and  waterjug  (vs.  13-16).  Insights  from  the  Lesson:  Fred  endorsement  of  umvorthy  actions  by 

ing  the  camp  and  locating  Saul.  Then  David  reasoned  with  Wolf  raised  the  question,  Could  not  the  one  in  authority.  David’s  actions 
Abishai  recognized  this  as  an  Saul  concerning  the  conflict  hatred  and  xholence  toward  Saul  be  toward  Saul  show  his  faith  that  God 

opportunity  to  end  Saul's  reign  between  them.  David  suggest-  justified  in  the  name  of  righteous  would  resolve  the  conflict  in  His  own 

King  Saul  and  David!"  Saul,  out  by  killing  him  with  his  own  ed  two  reasons  for  foe  conflict  indignation?  He  suggested  five  way  and  in  His  own  time. 

'  ‘  ’  •  *  * '  '  ■  spear,  but  David  refused  and  solutions  to  both  of  them,  options  in  responding  to  those  you  - - - — 

ition.  He  did  not  If  Saul's  actions  were  foe  result  seek  out  to  hurt:  (Life  and  Work  Anderson  is  pastor  emeritus  of 
nevertheless,  he  of  being  an  instrument  of  God's  Lesson  Annual,  1983-84,  pp.  32-33)  First  Church,  Saltillo. 


kill  David.  The  residents  I  >  ^ 1 
of  Ziph,  out  of  fear 
In  March  of  2001,  a  little  Saul  and  perhaps 

vish  girl  was  killed  in  foe  tit-  secure  his  favor,  A  . _ 

informed  Saul  of  Anderson 

David's  location.  David  camped  God's 
in  foe  hills  of  Hachilah,  six  miles  by  David's 
east  of  Ziph  and  before  foe  ,  °  •  ‘ 

wilderness  of  Judah  (Jeshimon). 


for-tat  fighting  in  Hebron  on  foe 
West  Bank  while  she  sat  in  her 
stroller.  On  a  wall  near  where 
she  died,  there  is  a  poem  in  her 
memory.  The  poem  reads,  "We 
will  take  revenge,  we  will  scream 
for  revenge  in  body  and  spirit  I  Samuel  26:4-12: 
and  await  foe  coming  of  foe  David's  spies  made  their 
Messiah."  (Chicago  Tribune,  4-  reconnaissance  of  foe  area  and 
04-01)  Revenge  does  have  a  reported  Sauls  location.  Abishai 
healthy  practice  in  our  world,  volunteered  to  accompany 
This  week's  lesson  shows  how  David  on  a  special  night  opera- 
believers  can  reject  revenge  by  tion  into  SauTs  camp.  With  foe 
trusting  God's  authority.  * 

I  Samuel  26:1-3: 

The  initial  verses  of  chapter 
twenty-six  set  foe  background 
for  foe  final  meeting  between 

r  w  “  * 

of  jealousy  of  David  and  fear  for 
his  dynasty,  assembled  a  formi¬ 
dable  military  force  to  find  and 


for  marriage,  see 


I's  eternal 


Explore  the  Bible  jpT 

Be  Wise  About  Family  6 

Proverbs  18:22;  31:10;  24:3-4;  14:1;  21:19;  15:17;  12:4;  19:14; 

20:7;  16:21,23;  13:24;  23:13-14;  19:18;  29:15;  22.-6;  23:24  hL* 

By  Ann  Maniscalco  Accepting  .  God's  | 

Design  (Prov.  18:22; 

- And  they  lived  happily  ever  *  31:10;  243-4k  M  . 

after... and  so  ended  our  favorite  Several  of  foe  scrip- 

fairy  tale.  Ahh,  foe  lovely  couple,  ture  passages  focus  of  the  virtues 
the  perfectly  orchestrated  wed-  of  a  wife.  However,  the  truths 
ding,  foe  blissful  honeymoon  concerning  foe  value  of  godly 


Maniscalco 


ding,  foe  blissful  honeymoon 
then  today's  couple  wakes  up  in 
foe  real  world!  He  doesn't  pick 
up  his  clothes,  she  can't  cook  like 
his  mother  does...  and  those 
after-wedding  bills!  Thankfully, 
Christian  couples  have  access  to 
an  excellent,  thorough  manual  to 
help  them  build  a  strong  mar¬ 
riage  their  Bible.  This  new  fami- 


conceming  foe  value  of  godly 
wisdom  in  the  marriage  relation¬ 
ship  are  equally  important  for 
both  spouses.  For  additional  ref¬ 
erences  concerning  God's  design 


Matthew  19:4-6,  fcphesians  o:zi- 
33  and  Colossians  3:18-19. 

When  a  man  finds  a  wife, 
according  to  Proverbs  18:22,  he 


Even  if  you  are  single  or  don't  capable  wife  (foe  word  virtuous 
have  children,  you  still  have  KjV,  and  noble  character  NIV)  is 
family  members  or  friends  wifo  said  to  be  of  much  greater  value 
family.  As  you  study  this  lesson,  than  precious  gems.  This  wife 
may  it  help  you  relate  to  these  in  will  look  to  God  to  make  Iter  a 
a  "biblically  sound  manner,  woman  of  virtue.  The  wise  hus- 
Perhaps  God  wants  to  equip  you  band  will  make  it  his  business  to 
to  mentor  family  members  and  encourage  the  wife  to  develop 
friends  who  might  not  be  well  her  faith  to  grow  spiritually,  and 
grounded  in  the  scriptures.  will  do  what  he  can  to  support 


her  in  this  endeavor. 

&  jOVH  Wisdom,  understand- 
.Jm|  ing  and  knowledge 
cause  foe  home  to  be 
rightly  built,  established 
yfmk  and  filled.  Obviously, 
foe  treasure  of  verse  4 
does  not  refer  to  ornate 
furnishings.  The 

Hebrew  word  hon, 
.  which  can  mean  wealth 
a,c0  and  riches,  also  refers  to 
possessions  or  valuable  things. 
The  value  of  a  family  that  loves, 
respects  and  supports  one 
another  is  a  beautiful  treasure 
beyond  compare! 

Relate  Wisely  To  Your 
Spouse  (Prov.  14:1;  21:19;  15:17; 
12:4;  19:14): 

Again,  both  husband  and  wife 
should  give  attention  to  these 
truths,  as  they  refer  to  such 
things  as  building  up  ones 
spouse  and  family  (14:1), 
attempting  to  live  in  peace  and 
harmony  (21:19),  putting  aside 
hateful  attitudes  and  focusing  cm 
loving  behavior  (15:17),  and  not 
engaging  in  actions  that  would 
cause  shame  (12:4). 


ness  to 


»d  and  unforgjve- 
make  a  miserable 


home  life.  The  writer  says  it 
would  be  preferable  to  live  in  a 
wilderness  or  to  only  dine  an  a 
meal  of  vegetables  man  to  have 
these  situations  in  foe  home.  To 
avoid  such  hostilities,  the  couple 
should  commit  themselves  to 
emulating  Paul's  instructions  in 
Colossians  3:12-15.  Christ's  fol¬ 
lowers  are  to  clothe  themselves 
wifo  compassion,  kindness, 
humility,  gentleness  and  patience 
(vs.  12).  Tney  are  to  forgive,  put 
on  love,  allow  the  peace  of  Christ 
[to]  rule  in  [their]  hearts  and  be 
thankful  (vss.  13-15).  Those  who 
follow  these  precepts  will 
strengthen  their  home.  , 

Relate  Responsibly  To  Your 
Children  Prov.  20:7;  16:21,23; 
13:24;  23:13-14;  19:18;  29:15; 
22:6;  23:24): 

Want  to  have  happy  children? 
Live  wifo  integrity  and  right¬ 
eousness  (20:7).  The  one  who 
seeks  this  will  mid  his  heart  pre¬ 
pared,  resulting  in  speech  that 
falls  on  receptive  ears  (16:21,23). 

Discipline  is  vital  to  raising  a 
godly  child.  There  "are  many 
methods  that  can  be  employed 
by  parents,  but  to  ignore  foe  rod’ 
(foe  Greek  word  also  means 
stick)  is  to  refuse  to  accept  God's 
teaching  on  foe  matter.  For 


emphasis,  the  term  is  used  at 
least  four  times  in  Scripture.  (See 
also  Proverbs  22:15). 

Parents  controlled  by  the 
Spirit  (Gal.  5:22-23)  will  not 
engage  in  harsh  punishment; 
love,  gentleness,  and  self  control 
will  result  in  discipline  that 
shows  love  (13-24),  imparts  wis¬ 
dom  (29:15),  delivers  from 
destruction  (23:14  and  19:18),  and 
keeps  the  child  on  foe  right  path 
(22:6).  Hebrews  129  teaches  that 
a  properly  disciplined  child  will 
respect  foe  parent.  An  undisci¬ 
plined  child  brings  disgrace  to 
tiie  parents  (29:15),  but  proper 
training  produces  one  who  is  a 
delight  (2324).  The  child  who 
must  have  insulin  or  allergy 
shots  will  experience  temporary 
unpleasantness,  but  the  injec¬ 
tions  will  produce  lasting  bene¬ 
fits.  .  .so  it  is  wifo  discipline. 

If  you  are  confused  about  this 
issue,  prayerfully  study  these 
scriptures  and  talk  to  Christian 
parents  who've  raised  happy, 
well-adjusted  children. 

God's  wise  design  for  the 
family  results  in  a  household 
that  provides  a  loving,  nurtur¬ 
ing  environment  for  all. 

Maniscalco  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Ocean  Springs. 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local)  —  the  Mississippi  Lettish 
President  George  W.  Bush  used  his  recess  American  USTDistnctJt 
appointing  power  Jan.  16  to  install  of  Jackson  was  present  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  Charles  Pickering  to  ing-in  ceremony  late  last 
die  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  m  a  Other  African-Ameri 
move  sure  to  draw  criticism  from  Pickering's  nomination. 
Democrats,  die  Associated  Press  reported.  Mississippi  Second  Dii 
The  recess  appointment  means  that  Bennie  Thompson,  a  1 
Pickering  —  a  U.S.  district  judge  in  Congressional  Black  Cai 
Mississippi  who  had  been  filibustered  by 
Senate  Democrats  —  will  serve  until  January 
2005,  when  the  next  Congress  is  swom  in, 

AP  reported.  Until  then,  Pickering's  SSBBBBBSBBBSi 
appointment  will  not  have  to  be  confirmed. 

"I'm  grateful  to  the  president  for  his 
continued  confidence  and  support,"  hHHhtcIw 
Pickering  told  AP.  "I  look  forward  to  serv- 

ingon  the  Fifth  Circuit."  HDHHMBt  W 

Pickering  is  one  of  six  Bush  nominees  f- 

who  have  been  filibustered  by  Senate 
Democrats.  All  have  received  enough 
votes  for  confirmation  but  not  enough  w 

votes  to  overcome  the  filibuster. 

Pickering,  a  member  of  First  Church, 

Laurel,  and  former  two-term  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  has 

been  lambasted  by  Democrats  for  what  they  JrogHpl 

perceive  as  racism  insensitivity  and  reli- 
gious  activism.  His  personal  opposition  to 
abortion  has  also  drawn  fire  from  liberals. 

Needing  60  votes  to  stop  the  filibuster 
and  bring  the  nomination  to  a  Senate  floor 
vote,  Pickering  received  54  votes  in  October 
"1  like  President  Bush's  style,"  Richard 
Land,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  ^ 

Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission,  Pickerii 

told  Baptist  Press.  "He's  not  allowing  a 

small  clique  of  radical  liberal  senators  who  Bush  is  by  no  means 
are  seeking  to  use  the  filibuster  rules  to  to  use  a  recess  appc 
subvert  the  constitutional  process  to  keep  President  Clinton  used 
him  from  performing  his  constitutional  ment  for  a  homosexual  a 
duty  to  put  well-qualified  judges  on  the  thropist  James  Hormel 
appeals  courts  of  the  nation.  Luxembourg,  among  ni 

'Judge  Pickering  should  long  before  now  various  posts,  including 


Fishing  champ 
to  speak  at 
First,  Madison 


Professional  fisherman 
Jimmy  Houston  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  First  Church, 
Madison's  annual  Wild  Game 


Fellowship 


Houston  of  chris(iah 

Anglers  Society,  made  head¬ 
lines  last  year  when  he  refused 
to  fish  in  a  lucrative  national 
tournament  that  required  par¬ 
ticipants  to  use  beer  company 
logos  on  their  equipment. 

Houston  is  a  two-time  winner 
of  the  BASS  Angler  of  the  Year 
title,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Fishing  Hall  of  Fame,  Hall  of 
Legendary  Anglers,  and  an  origi¬ 
nal  inductee  into  the  Pro  Bab 
Angler  Association  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  author  of  two  books 
—  Hooked  for  Life,  and  The 
Reel  Line  —  Houston 
serves  as  a  deacon  at  First 
Church,  Keys,  Ok. 

The  cost  of  the  Wild  Game 
Supper  is  $10  per  person.  Tickets 
go  on  sale  January  26.  For  more 
information,  call  the  church 
office  at  856-61 77,  ext.  200. 


activists  and  pledging  support  for  their  a; 
da  —  Charles  dianaf  play  that  game.  H< 
a  high  standard  of  integrity  and  courage. 

Pickering's  son,  Mississippi  T1 
District  Congressman  Chip  Pickermi 
Republican,  said  of  those  wno  targeted 
fattier  over  race  relations,  "The  realib 


*  SAUIU  3U1U,  U  Id  1 

the  American  people  will  soon  demand 
an  end  to  the  constant  obstructionism 
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committee  ...has  demonstrated  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  bring  better  race  relations  and 
racial  reconciliation  to  their  communities 
_  and  state  [that]  my  fattier  has." _ .  ‘ 

U.S.  Senate  remains  battleground  for  pro-life  issues 

gaWSEffisft  stt*aa?Bass2  *** ■-*“?** ^ 

hold  the  fate  or  several  pro-life  already  are  blocking  up-or-  polls  show  is  increasingly  pro- 
measures  in  its  hands  during  down  votes  on  five  nominees,  life  and  a  Senate  majority  leader 
this  congressional  year.  all  whom  they  fear  will  support  who  supports  their  efforts. 

Whether  it  is  outlawing  pro-life  decisions.  The  House  passed  a  compre- 


’s  nomination  to  the 


QND  N  JNTWESDD  ZOST 


Hatch's  bill  would  not  allow  an 
embryo  to  live  beyond  14  days. 
The  House  approved  in 
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Clue:  J  *  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  Is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Amos  8:9 


where  possibly  the  most  signif¬ 
icant  pro-life  battles  of  the  yea i 
will  be  fought  over  the  confir- 


stymied 
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